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LU RATTES

VL2l Evaluatiocn of Altermetive Bonbing Programs

1. Thls zemcrondua evaluates two sltersative bomblng prograusi

Altoroative At To concentrate the Lomblng of Borth
Viglirun on the lines of communicstion in the Prnhiandle
Aven (Route Focknges I, II, and III) and to terminate
benbing fa the romminder of BEorth Vietmur unless thers
occurnsl reconstructicn of imoortent fixed targeta
whick have been deatroyed by vricor rasids or unless now
military activitics cppecred.

Altermative Br To terminute the boubing of fired tarpeis
Rot dirscily assoclated with LOC's in Route Peckages Via
and Vib and slnultescously exnand the armed reconmicscnce
. operatlons in those sectors by suthorizing etrikes on il
ICCte, excapting only thoea iz an sight-nile circle arcund
the center of Halphong. This jrogrsnm would include cone
tinuous strikes againet BIGC aircraft oa sll airfields.
Further, the program would involve twe variatioust

1. A progrom which prohibits strikes againet poris
and port fecilities.

2a A program which includes every offort to deuy
importation froa gos.

. 2. The evaluation considers these altermative progreas to crscss
m extent to whichs
Be they will reduce the flow of men and materiel o (e
Bouth, |
bs  they will affect the losses of US pllots end sircrasy,
cs  they will affect the risk of increased militury or nolitisel
pressure from the Soviet Unfon end/or Bed Chins.

The Movement of Mon ond Sumnlies to Souin Vietnss

Keither of the proposed bosbing prozrens can be expestod to reduca
the flov of men snd supplies to the South. Alternative A would undogbtedly
increasge the éoats of maintaialing the logistie systen and would result in
guse fursher demn’ii\ng of its capscity. 3But the eficcts would be eo aliznt
A .Y mductle.;u in the flow of supplies bolow thelr presont levels could ~
vapecteds Altersctive B voula appar: Ltly diminish the interdiciicn
effort azningt the logistics target eysic. ia Route Packages I, II, and
IiI 8o 1t woald be counter-productive in torus of yeduelng the Zow of men
and supplies to the South. .
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The Judgnent that interdleiicn canpelgns cannot yeduce glgalficeuily
North Vietnsn's capabllity to support ite forces in the fouth £ baged
on the sesulis of the Rolling Thunder to date and the naturs of the losis-
vics target syaiog.

During the period January L9GGe=Aucil 15G7, the logistica target Erutom

"inc:lwiv‘i:d in Route Pachages I, II, and I1I has beon on the reeciving end

of about 70 percent of the attack sortles floun in the Bolling Thunder
vTograds  Despite the intensity cf the attack, the North Vietnaisose row
ave & Zreater capacity to move men and suppliss than they <56 when the
soeuine started.

%o cotiuate, baecd em performance to date, that the actual movesment
<+ supplies fyom Forth Vietoam into Incs end South Vietnam during the
1266-1967 dry season will be grostor tlisn 1t was during the 155519566
dry seasco. The volane of supplies moved vy trucks through the Ma Gia
Fozs youte alone will excesd that noved last scason. In acddition, the
woruh Vietlnamose ere moving supplies mlong Routes 137/912. Taere is oo

Loicstal reporting on this movement, bat 1P the route is teinz used to

- Whe same proportion of its cajacity as the Mu Gia route, the volume of

su;plgea available for stockpiling in Ioos or for movement to Srath Vietawsm

/dm"!.ng tae cwrrent dry eomoon could be as much o3 15,000 tons or sbout

PR

fuur tines greater than tho ascunts to South Vietess throush lacs 1955
3,50 @ry seaBon.

The smell expectations azzociated with tue interdietion campalizn orwe
sore evident vien actial traffie iz compared to route capecity. During
13 1963~1966 dry mrusca, trusk traffic ca Roule 15 throush ¥u Cia zaza
avereged 29 trucks &ally e about 55 toss of supnlies & day, At tils
levcl of traffic the route was being uwoed to less than 20 percent of its
carmelty of k50 tons & dxy. Bince the 1955+1955 dry seescn thr cometty
<< Toute 13 hao beon increased to wbous TIO toas & da . m.f:-‘i:. Surinz

A bo d il
tre curront dry Bezgon esouats €0 2n sverare of 23 trucks a day c» ghout
T0 tons of supplies. This level o traflic {8 lcee than 10 percest of tne
curent capacity of Route 15.

The ability of Rorth Vietnam to maintain and o inprove its logisilc
network 18 inpresolivee The routs cepacities of almost all the ua jor

TN e

e
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-oweys in military Reglon IV (MRIV)® bave incressed during the peat yes:
Lo ghown La the following tebulmtiont

' _ Dry Seagonfviot fensem Javocity
Raite irbep In St Tong por Ity

A::;-{ : r;h
1A 700/100 SI3/100 -
15 456/100 750/ 250
161 ' 610/120 4167120
137 ‘ L50/100 =52/100

During 1966 the North Vietuamess ulso wure able o bulld 30 wiies of

wranie outes in MR IV to ewpont routes JA aad 15.

Ths routes in Lace have not boom raintained as woll a8 those in
“urth Vietnune The canacity of Soute 12, which lesds from Nu Cla Paso
ing been reduced by about 25 percent po empared to the last dry coapon,
and the capaelty of Route 23 bus baea roduced by %0 perocnts  Toc:ite
Lo Teanetion, the camaelity of cluer rcods bas boea painteined and in
-~ csrug inoreased, and the loglstic netuosrk has been inproved cversll.
During 105, for example, more than 400 niles of new road wese coughpnsiod
in Laos, more then doutling the roed network. During the {ir:sl ihece
eeniing of 1907 et least 30 by-ness reads and 30 truck meris or roluslins
w23 Were constructed dn lacs.  The not result is that the Torin Vietn rese
vy retelned the same capacity they had last year to move at leost 400
ioas of zupplies a day to the end of the potomble routes slong the boruor
L wiath Vietnone

It 1z aifficult to prediet the extzat to whileh the interdiction TR TAN
proposed wder Alternative A couls reduce ilic capacity of the read systen
in Roule Pockeges I, 1X, and IIX. A cooz study of our borbing 1a Formia
Vietoma inciceates that the soriswm redustfon smchleved iu borbing roads wes
chent &% rorcent. Evan if & more interniive reogran were 1o onulle this
oo off Lnterdietion, the eamcity reocialng oo the teo mjor routes into
Livg we 15 end 137 <= would 84111 bo $eww at least five times grocter Loy
that yequired to nove supplice at the 1906-1507 &ry sonson rotes.

% Rllitery Jogton IV eccords woughly with Route Suokages I and IT.
" w3
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a2 outllined in Alternative A weuld be

The wajor effest of the pragry
o Luerecoe Lhe reguiresenta fczf weapover and vehleles noadsd to suztala

s oveneat of supplicss It 8 cotimated tind aa Intannivied Iutendietion

oo cen wonld ¥alse the munvoser rocalrescst by about 00, 0-’30;;25,%3 LG e

e owouid be a 30 percent addition to the smapower mow used Lo paintals

topletie routes in MR IV and in Lacss Tho added burden eculd be wci

casilys Norih Vietnmnm has aa estinzted I20,000 full-time ena 100,000 o

SO0, 000 onrteting workars engpged in reraly, reccastructlon, disisssal

ang treEnsoort prosranias  Ax wiknown but significant sbays o those worlsrs

could be relocsted of the batbing program proposed in Altermative A would

Toraon the mannover poguirement in otier arens of Horth Vietnaw,

Forth Vietnmom pragently uses cn egtiasisd 2,000 trucks to lwadlla
ihe cndire logiciic offort bAassd 1o R IV -« for the forces srcuna 4,
the forees in Forthorm laos, the forees in tho fnahandle of Lons uad fhe
foreos in South Vietnune Loss than 50D truchs ave uged to move surnlics
in Lecs Lo the bordsr ofF South Vietoam. Iven 17 the foterdiction mogax
wore to double the rate ot which vohleles ave destroyed or derm g, those

of Lracks,
logses could bo roplaced frum $ie exigting teventovy/eotimated ot 12,030~
13,000 vehicles,or by ilucrosged imports fwas Comanlst coustrica. Daring
tae poest 16 morthae imports of tiucks totoled et least 5,800 venlales asd
cotiontad logses to alr aliack were about 3,400, Thus the txuck Inveulory
inerensed by about 1,000 vehlcles during tha povicd.

Ia somayy, Che axcess caracity on the road networks in Route Pachages
as 3T, snd IXX poovides sush a'&nﬂep cusiion Lhat 3t i aloost cortelin tiwnt
ao fnterdictlion progria can gseatralize tiw logistles tarimt eysiay o the
extont nocessary o roduce the flov of mon and suppidies to Boutli Vietnos
bolow thotye proepeal lovels.

Tha Bovement of Pusnllien 4o Horth Vietnom

Altornaiive B is a boublns progyun dosfipned O peutralize (oo fanale
b o otEIve oFRimvorty of
ASIEAS LAY

et v e it s R

sizheng area, focofar as 1t is North Vietnan's prineipal losisilesd Luoc, i

war supporiing meterinle. The progros is presented in two voriznts: (1) &
Viar Vib
rrogran concentrating on the land LOC's in Route Puckagss il nad 3

vith atrikew azninet all airflelds: and {3) ths owe wogran cvnaaded o

=

Approved For Release 2006/10/18 : CIARDP78T02095R000900070024-7




Approved For Release 20067’10}‘18"‘ C{A RDP78T02095R000900070024 7

HE T F R
Lnslude gtylkes 'mm;mf. rests aud pord feeillitisg, and the minlng of {he
S Be |

i Altermbive B 1l takon Litevally, 4% hes two mojor ceficlancies.
Virsty ot omits attachs egelust the Boool « Imo Cal xadl Ling, and ths
camllel roed gystems In the northwest {(Koute Packare ¥). Ceconid, 1%
wiusld preciude rostrikes sgafnst military and industrial Tived wargets |
Uanr Laan alrfislds.

clither of the progmas proposed wider Alteraative B eould olstrast

or relivse the impord of mnﬂ.ary or weregarrerting materials safficlienily
W degrade Horth Vielnan's ebility to carry on the ware This Is fwue eicu
L1 the smooTens wﬂuwd to imluda stlacke on lines of communioatizos
A the Sovtuwests

ot Vigtnom now has tho earmniiy o nove sbout 165,000 tone of ola
Gy o 48 major yall, san road and ialand water isoordt youtez. b sus
swen eslimmted previcously that an opbtisd promrom asaingt ell menss of
dend and water transporiation could 4interdict &t mosd 70 percent of Busih
Vlotnoss Lrenopoyt sapecity to inport, sedueing 1% fros 1E,000 twens o ay

ot present to aboud 3,900 tono. Inbercliction to this extont woold reluse

MRS

the presenl level of geods fmnortzd by about 25 p::mm%.,mm"s Vievnms
pregeatly dmports oo awrage of 5,300 toes of goods dally. If itz-urts
wore ket to maoageable lovels by elinimting all bub essautisl zilitary
cad CTCROMLS poodE, dully fomoris would avermoz abouat 3,000 tons & day.
Tie anount of tmalilic could be Toadled ovin A8 the c&*mitg of Borth Vielnum's
fromenert sysion vwere roduced by 70O percciie

Imports ut this leovel would not be culliclent W continue vrorations
of podorn fnduetrisl plants or o sostore operetion of thobe wi'oh have
received extonsive band deungye The eccnomy would be m:a,cm o its canone
tial gubsiotoncs charocter, but those zolery saelors such es trancroriation,
covstruction, cwmmunications cud other cicsents essentiol o swmert ths

military establiedment lu Sorth Vietoa: end in ihe South could be pastalsed.

g{”‘ i) F""’fl 5
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mans

Dhe conecatration of bedlng in Route Pociases I, IX, and 117, a:
mod In Altermative Ay would, ia the ghord toms, ba lees eopiiy in

Sow G lanes of US plleots end sireyaft. This s aprarent in ths

il Sz eabat looves of alrerart durisg the fivet four mosihs o

Lo A telod of 30 W adreraft wers lost during thls periods Oniy 12

uresty or 2 percent of the tolal, were 1ost in combat ovor Revte Foclumrs

«, 31, wnd ITT, althoush about 70 arccit of il sitack sortles srg men
vl Phlo wrfie
Waen it becomws apparent €0 tie Dorts Vietnieese that the boobing i
2er rontroted in Route Preko-os X, T3, and I35 oot that o vl
e ndbry welstle In most other iz of Lho counts, they can bo orpesiad
cuse thelr alr defensen and to move nove S into the b T
S geater dofense would increase US alreraf™ loszes altho: wt this are
peslably would mever be op htavily dsfended &s Route Packosoes Yia znd Vie.
.".-lﬁ-::mtim B, rorticalarly in the wariant ealllss fmr attecc o
wre Mheilitdes acd other tarcats in the Hnirhong grea, weold te v most
conly In tomms of logses of US pilots ond aireralts 4 ool of 20 alpe
VLT e o oreescat of e total, uove oot in comba® Qoo sttasts B Ivgs
Tooows Lksted dn Foute Fackags Vi duriny Jamnry-Aneril 1507, T oxt e
- of the Belling Thunder progrss 40 oiicsks tn the Bhnoielini-noir aroa
5s Tesulicd in en entrasely hish loss rmte, During Janvary-fpril 167,
e U alr forves spomating over all of lors: Vietoan cupericnced & loscs
Tte of 033 mavonte During the reriod [0 Arcllelb oy 1047 thue foveen
stlnching sorgets (8 the Ymmoediato I cnol-rizhong aren bad a locs oate
¢l T.G percant.
Ia aldition 4o resulting in grendly inercaced atrersft loazes, the
cutorilreciun of attaek on the Manol-Halrhang arce w111 result 4o o b4 g

Seclose in the yecovory of downed nilots bLoocguse of the hoavy deiiues

L0 eenger pc-pulatim in the srox. Altiouu otatistics en resew e of
wwizd pilots by Routa Pacingo erea are oot avallable, the recovery matc
uas daelined markedly o8 the air caroalzn extonded into the Hancl~I tphooy
aroie  During 1966 the recivery mte wow %0 poveoat. During the firzt

four ponths of 19067 the retovery rete dooliaed to 20 pevecnt, -

Ty £7 oy e
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